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The family plays a very significant role in the upbringing of children. According to CDC (2017), for instance, it is the first support unit that is supposed to guide these youngsters throughout all their stages of development. Surprisingly however, there have been instance where children, especially adolescents and young adults have ended up in crime and other predatory behaviors mainly because of the lack of this support. This happens in cases of dysfunctional families which have at their core destructive and harmful parenting and a lack of concern for them. Such families are characterized by destructive habits such as alcoholism and substance abuse, violence, bankruptcy, and total disregard for children. 

Statistics reveal that many of the adolescent as well as adult law offenders reported today have at one time belonged to a dysfunctional family. It is a worrying trend especially considering that not so much is said about the family and instead the offenders are blamed for all their mistakes. While it is right to condemn their violent and unlawful conduct, it is also prudent to acknowledge that their dysfunctional families have contributed immensely to what they have become. 
As indicated earlier, a family is a very critical support unit that shapes the behaviors and personality of an individual. Denying a growing child this critical support exposes him or her to a lot of distresses that are not only severe but also long-lasting. As CDC (2017) notes, for instance, the child becomes a victim of peer pressure where he is forced to learn things the hard way. In fact, it is at this moment that they are lured into dangerous habits and addictions such as alcoholism and substance abuse. As such, bearing all these factors in mind, it is entirely wrong to solely blame such offenders for their predatory behaviors since they would have turned out better had they had the critical support of a functional family. 
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